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	Photographs of Mat-grass and four of the five flowering plants

Dr Andrew Masterman


Mat-grass, the foodplant of the caterpillars of the Mountain Ringlet, is a spiky grass with long dark flowers. Above 400 m, it tends to be the dominant grass on slopes. In flatter areas, Mat-grass is less common with peat bog being characteristic of flat land above 600 m and a variety of plants are found on flat land below 600 m.
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A Mat-grass plant showing a characteristic spiky appearance and long dark flowers.
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This photograph shows what a south-facing slope dominated by Mat-grass looks like.
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Tormentil is a very common yellow flower which is scattered throughout grassland dominated by Mat-grass.
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Heath Bedstraw is a white flower which can be very abundant in grassland dominated by Mat-grass.
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Wild Thyme is a bright pink flower with small fleshy leaves and this pretty flower can form extensive carpets above about 600 m.
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Alpine Ladys Mantle has easily recognisable large leaves which resemble those of the Umbrella plant and it has pale yellow ball-like flowers. It also may form carpets of flowers above 600 m. 

The fifth flowering plant is Meadow Buttercup but no photo is provided as everyone knows what buttercups look like!
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