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FILL IN COUNT AND SITE DETAILS IN UNSHADED AREAS OF THE FORM

 

NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS SURVEY - 

FORM 1: TIMED COUNT AND HABITAT MAP

PLEASE FILL IN UNSHADED AREAS OF THE FORM

Please complete the habitat  section even if you do not see any Northern brown Argus on the day
	 SITE NAME
	
	COUNTY


	

	OS GRID REF. (e.g. NN123456)
	
	OS MAP NO. (1:50 000)
	

	Recorder name & address
	
	
	

	Site owner & contact for access (if known)
	
	
	

	Principle land use
	
	
	


	WEATHER
	Count 1
	Count 2
	
	Count 1
	Count 2

	Date  (Day/Month/Year)
	
	
	Start time
	
	

	Sunshine   (mean %)
	
	
	Mean temp (°c) 
	
	

	Wind speed (0 {no wind} (6 {very strong})
	
	
	Wind direction
	
	


	
	Count 1
	Count 2 

	Northern Brown Argus
	NUMBER 

SEEN
	MINUTES SEARCHED

SSSSEARCHEDSEARCHED
	NUMBER 

SEEN
	MINUTES SEARCHED

SSSSEARCHEDSEARCHED

	Adults
	
	
	
	

	Larvae (please note foodplant)
	
	
	
	

	Eggs  (please note foodplant)
	
	
	
	

	Other butterfly species present (please give numbers)

:


Annotated map of colony: Please mark area searched on a copy of 1:10 000 or 1:25 000 scale OS map, (or a sketch map) showing scale, north and 1km gridlines (numbered).  If possible show location of any NBA seen, 

suitable breeding habitat (i.e. Rock-rose), nectaring sites (eg. density of bird’s-foot trefoil etc).
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FORM 2: SITE DETAILS: HABITAT, MANAGEMENT & STATUS 

	Altitude(m):
    Aspect:                Ave. Slope (tick): Flat   (    ),   Gentle (    ),    Moderate (    ),    Steep (    ).


HABITAT
	COLONY HABITAT FEATURES
(useful to build a picture of habitat preferences)
	Tick all that apply or estimate % cover
	
	Circle abundance of main foodplant, nectar and ground cover species present in the spaces below if known, and list any others.      
1) wide spread and abundant, 2) frequent, 3) patchy - locally abundant, 4) patchy -sparse, 5) rare.

	Main habitat types and features included at site
	
	
	Foodplant, nectar sources & ground cover
	Abundance (circle one per species)

	cliffs/ rock face/ quarry/rocky slopes
	
	
	Food plant (*suspected)
	

	Sand dunes
	
	
	Common Rock-rose
	1  2  3  4  5

	Shingle/ scree slopes
	
	
	Bloody Cranesbill*
	1  2  3  4  5

	Boulders/rocks 
	
	
	Doves-foot Cranesbill*
	1  2  3  4  5

	Bare ground (bare earth/ paths/ track)
	
	
	Other Geranium spp*
	1  2  3  4  5

	Watercourse (burn/ stream nearby)
	
	
	
	

	Ditches/ drainage channel
	
	
	             Nectar Plants
	

	Ant nest on colony site or ant activity seen near food plants or larvae
	
	
	Bird’s-foot Trefoil
	1  2  3  4  5

	
	
	
	Wild Thyme
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Grasssland
	
	
	Tufted vetch
	1  2  3  4  5

	Coastal heath (Heather dominates)
	
	
	Dandelion
	1  2  3  4  5

	Coastal grassland (with maritime species such as thrift, kidney vetch) 
	
	
	Kidney vetch 
	1  2  3  4  5

	Unimproved grassland (high species diversity)
	
	
	Clover spp
	1  2  3  4  5

	Improved grassland (agricultural, fertile, low species diversity)
	
	
	Daisies (other composites)
	1  2  3  4  5

	Semi improved grassland (improved in past, medium-species diversity)
	
	
	Thistles
	1  2  3  4  5

	Acid (a), Neutral (n) or Calcareous (c) grassland – circle if known
	a    n    c
	
	Lady’s Bedstraw
	1  2  3  4  5

	Heath/ acid moorland
	
	
	Thrift
	1  2  3  4  5

	
	
	
	Field scabious
	1  2  3  4  5

	Woodland and Scrub Cover
	
	
	Campions
	1  2  3  4  5

	Woodland (natural/semi-natural/coniferous/ broadleaved/mixed)
	
	
	Buttercups
	1  2  3  4  5

	Plantation woodland (coniferous)
	
	
	Bramble
	1  2  3  4  5

	Coppice/ recently-felled woodland
	
	
	
	1  2  3  4  5

	Woodland glades, meadows or wide rides within woodlands
	
	
	
	1  2  3  4  5

	Scattered scrub trees (willows, sallow, alder)
	
	
	Ground cover
	

	Bracken  
	
	
	Bracken/scrub/bushes
	1  2  3  4  5

	Gorse or broom
	
	
	Grasses
	1  2  3  4  5

	Other scrub species ie. cottoneaster or dense bramble
	
	
	Tall/uncut grasses
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Other (say what)
	
	
	Bare ground/ basking areas
	1  2  3  4  5 

	What percentage of the colony area would you say is suitable breeding habitat for Northern Brown Argus?
	               %


MANAGEMENT (Fill in relevant boxes or make brief notes in space below)

	3. Management

	Site grazed?
	Yes (    )  No  (    )
	Grazing animal
	
	Grazing level
	H  (    ) M  (    )  L  (    )

	Other management
	Please give details of recent grazing evidence (e.g. sheep, cattle or deer present, dung, rabbit droppings, trampling, rabbit warrens etc.)



	Scrub clearance
	
	

	Spraying
	
	

	Mowing
	
	

	Other (give details)
	
	


OTHER INFORMATION

Please send completed form to: Dr Scott Shanks, 1-2, 113 Haugh Road, Yorkhill, Glasgow, G3 8TX. The form can also be sent via e-mail to: scottshanks01@msn.com. Any photographs taken at the site would be most welcome.
If you would prefer to just send the butterfly records together with the site name, grid reference, date and your details, email: butterflyrecorder@southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk. 
The information supplied here is completed and sent to Butterfly Conservation on the understanding that the data provided by the recorder will be entered into a computerised database and will be used for nature conservation, research, education and public information.  The information remains the property of the recorder at all times.
�








Please let us know what (if anything) might be restricting the Northern Brown Argus population at this site (e.g. lack of food plants, too shaded, overgrazed etc.). If larvae were found, were any ants in attendance or nearby? Tell us any other information you think might be relevant.
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