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CHEQUERED SKIPPER SURVEY - 

FORM 1: TIMED COUNT AND HABITAT MAP

PLEASE FILL IN UNSHADED AREAS OF THE FORM

Please complete even if you do not see  any Chequered Skipper.

	SITE NAME
	
	COUNTY


	

	OS GRID REF. (e.g. NN123456)
	
	OS MAP NO. (1:50 000)
	

	Recorder name & address
	
	
	

	Site owner & contact for access
	
	
	

	Conservation status (SSSI, SPA etc.)
	
	Agri-environment forestry schemes (e.g. RSS, SFGS)
	

	Principle land use
	
	
	


Count 2 boxes are there if you visit the site on a second day. 
	WEATHER
	Count 1
	Count 2
	
	Count 1
	Count 2

	Date  (Day:Month:Year)
	
	
	Start time
	
	

	Sunshine   (mean %)
	
	
	Mean temp (°c) 
	
	

	Wind speed (0 {no wind} (6 {very strong})
	
	
	Wind direction
	
	


	Are you using a GPS device to record Chequered Skipper and emailing the data to andrewmasterman@hotmail.com?  


	YES  /   NO

	
	Count 1
	Count 2 

	Chequered Skipper Count
	NUMBER 

SEEN
	MINUTES SEARCHED

SSSSEARCHEDSEARCHED
	NUMBER 

SEEN
	MINUTES SEARCHED

SSSSEARCHEDSEARCHED

	Chequered Skipper
	
	
	
	

	Other butterfly species present (please give numbers)

:


Annotated map of colony: Please mark area searched on a copy of 1:10 000 or 1:25 000 scale OS map, (or a sketch map) showing scale, north and 1km gridlines (numbered).  If possible show location of any Chequered Skipper breeding habitat (i.e. lush purple moor grass amongst tall bog myrtle and birch scrub at woodland edges and along wayleave edges), nectaring sites (bugle & marsh thistle are most important but ragged robin, orchids  and bluebell may be used – minimum width 20-25 m wide considered necessary) or male territorial glades (small glades  2-5 m across with low vegetation). 
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FILL IN COUNT AND SITE DETAILS IN UNSHADED AREAS OF THE FORM

 

FORM 2: SITE DETAILS: HABITAT, MANAGEMENT & STATUS 

	Altitude(m):
   Aspect:                Ave. Slope (tick): Flat   (    ),   Gentle (    ),    Moderate (    ),    Steep (    ).


HABITAT 
	COLONY HABITAT 
	
	
	Circle abundance of the following nectaring plants found within woodland glades/wayleaves or add new spp:
 SCALE

1) widespread and abundant,  2) patchy – locally abundant, 3) patchy –sparse, 4) rare.

	Main habitat types:
	Tick one or more
	
	Nectaring spp:
	Abundance (circle one per species)

	Wayleave forms part of site
	
	
	Nectar
	

	Woodland edge site
	
	
	Bugle
	1  2  3  4  

	Woodland glades
	
	
	Marsh Thistle
	1  2  3  4  

	Loch or river edge
	
	
	Ragged Robin
	1  2  3  4  

	Bracken front
	
	
	Bluebell
	1  2  3  4  

	
	
	
	Heath Spotted Orchid
	1  2  3  4  

	Extent of woodland regeneration: 
	
	
	Tormentil
	1  2  3  4  

	Scrub and birch/oak woodland sparse:
	
	
	Buttercup
	1  2  3  4  

	Birch/oak woodland with large glades (>20 m wide) 
	
	
	
	

	Birch/oak woodland with small glades (<20 m wide)
	
	
	
	

	Overgrown glades or wayleave  with dense scrub (above 2m high) which limits the area of nectaring sites & threatens survival of colony
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Bracken may be a threat if too extensive within woodland glades and wayleaves but limited bracken provides important shelter and perches for males: 

	
	
	
	

	Type of Chequered Skipper Habitat:
	Estimate number:
	
	
	

	Small glades used by territorial males: 
	
	
	Bracken Abundance:
	Tick One

	Nectaring glades used by both sexes:
	
	
	Bracken patchy:
	

	Breeding habitat at woodland glade/wayelave edge(lush purple moor grass with tall bog myrtle & birch scrub):
	
	
	Widespread bracken in some glades:
	

	
	
	
	Bracken dominating glades/wayleaves
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Please estimate area of site in hectares (ha) used by Chequered Skipper:  1km square is 100 ha
	       ha          


MANAGEMENT (Fill in relevant boxes or make brief notes in space below)

	3. Management

	Site grazed?
	Yes (    )  No  (    )
	Grazing animal
	
	Grazing level
	H  (    ) M  (    )  L  (    )

	Other management
	Please give details of recent grazing evidence (e.g. dunging, trampling etc.)



	Scrub clearance
	
	

	Burning
	
	

	Spraying
	
	

	Mowing
	
	

	Other (give details)
	
	


OTHER INFORMATION

Please send completed form to: Dr Andrew Masterman, Flat 1/3, 214 Calder Street, Glasgow. G42 7PE or complete form in Word and email to :andrewmasterman@hotmail.com
The information supplied here is completed and sent to Butterfly Conservation on the understanding that the data provided by the recorder will be entered into a computerised database and will be used for nature conservation, research, education and public information.  The information remains the property of the recorder at all times.
.
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Please let us know what (if anything) might be restricting the Chequered Skipper population at this site  (e.g. lack of nectaring  plants, too shaded, overgrazed etc.) or any other information you think might be relevant.  
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