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Chair 0s Not es

As the year slowly creeps into gear and the early spring wildlife emerges it is
a great time to get prepared for the year ahead. Our butterfly records are
going from strength to strength. Perhaps we can achieve a 10% boost in
numbers of records for 2011? Every record you send in is valuable. Records
of common species help us monitor changes in population distribution and
abundance, while records of rare or more localised species can provide
important data.

Our moth recorders have all been very busy entering data and checking to
see what that new data means for our areas. Whether it is adding to
distribution or even new species for the Vice Counties, it is all adding to the
wealth of information. There are many more places to visit and at all times of
year and we continue to welcome your input. Later you will see information
about the moth distribution in Ayrshire, Inverclyde and Renfrewshire
amongst other articles. Perhaps you are interested to fill in some blank areas
or visit pastures old.

Have you visited our website? Well it is available at
www.SouthWestScotland-butterflies.org.uk. It contains plenty of information

about important species in the branch area, survey work that you can help

with and lots of events. There are a number of invited events that we attend

every year, such as 6Cel ebrat e eAourats hi r ¢
these and encourage you to help on the stalls if you can. We use the stalls

to inform people about the great work that Butterfly Conservation does and

the outstanding work of the volunteers as well as informing people of

butterflies and moths. Our events page can be used to advertise your
butterfly and moth events too. Maybe vy«
field trip to a local beauty spot with some interesting species. Let us know

how you can help.

| am looking for a new branch chairtoo. It 6 s a good |j ob and wt
on anyoneo6s CV. This iIs an opportunity
branch with the very supportive committee.

2010 saw the launch of a new sub-group in Dumfries & Galloway that have

already had a number of well attended meetings and field trips. Over the last

year we have seen the branch membership grow by 19%! This is one of the

| argest increases of any branch in the
to all our new members and hope that you will be able to join us at our

organised events. Our regular butterfly walks and moth nights provide an

excellent opportunity for you, your friends and family to see butterflies and

moths at some great locations with local expert guides. For the latest up-to-

date information, visit our events page on our web site!




We look forward to seeing you all in the field this year.

Neil Gregory i Branch Chair

Glasgow & South-West Scotland Branch 25" Anniversary

To mark the 25" anniversary of the founding of the branch on 19" of January

1985, we organised a celebrationatthe Br anch Member 6s Day i
on the 28"™ of March. It was great seeing so many people on the day and

fantastic to have 3 of our longest serving members in attendance: Richard

Sutcliffe, chairman from 1986-1999 and butterfly recorder until 2010 gave a

fantastic presentation covering the history of the branch and was joined by

Dr Eric Watson and Dr Jim Black to cut the delicious birthday cake!

-. e C)Oﬂ&rl/a‘é{o
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Rchard Sutcliffe, Eric Watson & Jim Black

Hopefully the next 25 years will see a reversal of the declines suffered by
many of our butterfly and moth species. With the launch of our Small Blue
reintroduction project last year, we have already made a great start!

SW Scotland Common
Blue Postcard Survey

2010

In 2010 the branch launched a
post card survey aimed at
increasing records of the
Common Blue. We were keen
to find out if this beautiful insect
was as widely distributed as its
name suggests!




The Common Blue is a striking little butterfly found in grassy places where

I t s f ood -fpdt Eafoll grddvs. It chid s seen in Scotland between
June and October., The femal ebs wings have | ess
orange spots around the edges. The undersides of their wings are silvery-

brown with black spots circled by white and orange spots near the outer

edge.

Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus icarus) 5km QUIte a few records were

received during 2010
(see blue dots on 5km
distribution map), and
cards continue to arrive
in the post. Many thanks

to everyone who has
contributed records via e-
mail or by sending back
the post card. Keep up
the good work!

It is interesting to note

P s > the difference between
' * U G -
® Records >=2010 oge sog 1 the fantastic coverage we
® Records 2005 to 2009 Q’é il ? 3 have on Colonsay due to
visitors (Alan Davis and

Records 1995 to 2004 %
’ i | Richard & Barbara

e e e e e o e e b e e e e e L.« ] Mearns) recording
butterflies while holidaying on the island, and the dearth of recent records
from nearby Islay and Jura. If you are off on holiday or on a day trip during
2011, keep an eye out for butterflies and moths, especially if in one of the
blank or yellow dotted squares above (see p13 for other under-recorded
areas).

When sending in records we need the following details: species seen,
location, grid reference (if known), number seen, date and your name. Other
details can be useful, such as description of the habitat, interesting
behaviour, and whether pupa, caterpillars or eggs present.

Scott Shanks- Butterfly Recorder

Ayrshire Small Blue Project: Update

Early in 2010, | met up with Gill Smart, Ayrshire reserves manager for the
Scottish Wildlife Trust to discuss habitat-enhancement work at the Gailes
Marsh reserve, near Irvine (the proposed small blue reintroduction site). This
would focus on dramatically increasing the density of kidney vetch (the sole




food-plant of the small blue caterpillar) in an area of species-rich grassland
in the south west of the reserve. The main tasks were to remove turf and top
soil to create long bare strips and south-facing banks that could be sown
with kidney vetch (KV) seed. KV plants raised by volunteers would then be
planted in small groups throughout the reserve. Sheltering the site from the
wind was also a priority.

After a snowy start to 2010, habitat work kicked-off in early March when a

digger arrived to create long scrapes of bare soil and raised banks, however,

due to a misunderstanding the operator created them running North-South,

so that the scrapes/banks are now east-facing. Thiss houl dndét ar ove
problem, as the banks now provide additional protection from the wind

coming off the sea.

—

It

" Gailes Marsh iMarch-201010 Gili'smart. | New Hedge. April 2010 © Scott Shanks

On Saturday the 20th March | met up with another 5 volunteers (plus Alfie
the dog) for the first Small Blue volunteer day at Gailes Marsh. To my relief it
stayed sunny and calm, in fact the perfect spring day for working outside!
After a quick safety talk we split into pairs to get on with the tasks of the day,
which included preparing the soil for sowing KV seed into each of the
3mx35m bare scrapes (10g/6m?), and then doing 'the stomp-shuffle' to make
sure the seed had good contact with the soil. An impressive 1 kg of KV seed
was sown in the 5 bare scrapes and on various molehills and bare patches
through-out the reserve.

To provide shelter to the site a mixed hedge of 198 hawthorns, 66
blackthorns and 66 crab apples were planted along the south-west border of
the reserve. Wildlife seen during the day included skylarks, stonechat, coot
and goldfinches but unfortunately no butterflies. We did find a fox moth
caterpillar and a rather funky ground beetle (Carabus nemoralis) which was
a new find for the site.

Within a week the KV seed had began to germinate. However, on a visit to
the reserve in mid-April it was noticed that something (possibly weevils) had
been eating the seedlings. Despite this a good number still survived. The
hedging was also bursting into leaf.




The second small blue Work party was on Saturday the 8th of May, (another
beautiful sunny day), when 16 enthusiastic volunteers came along to help
plant KV throughout the reserve. A fantastic turn out! The first task of the day

was to check 2 moth I ight traps that
what wedd caught. |t had been quite a
selection of species including Hebrew Characters, Clouded Drabs and a
fantastic Red Sword-Grass which were new records for the reserve.

We then visited the scrapes of bare soil and banks that had been sown with

KV seed during the March volunteer day. The surviving seedlings were

doing well, although they were much smaller than the 500+ plants kindly
providedbyv ol unt eer Owe brought tgegnlupsfrorw Castle d
Douglas that morning. After a brief . -
introduction to the project, everyone set

off with trays of KV to plant throughout the /

reserve. With so many volunteers, the

planting didn't take too long, and after

watering in the plants we enjoyed lunch

and a chat in the sunshine, then a nature-

hunt around the reserve.

Butterflies seen on the day included

Green-Veined Whites, Orange tips,

Peacocks, Small Coppers and a single

Large White (which may have hitched a ride from Castle Douglas in a tray of
KV). Other wildlife highlights of the day included the fantastically busy sand
martin nest site, Drinker and Garden Tiger moth caterpillars and a whole

range of birds, beetles, hoverflies and bees. All in all it was a fantastic day

and it was great to see so many enthusiastic volunteers! Thanks to everyone
who came along and helped throughout the year!

Later in the year we were surprised to hear that some of the newly planted

KV had already started flowering. This is quite unusual in the first year and

may have been triggered by the very dry weather during the early summer,
which unfortunately also affected the

in 2011 to see how much of the hedge survived.

W ¢
(



g Anyonewhoo6d | i ke t
project in 2011 would be very
welcome indeed. During the
summer of 2010 a number of
volunteers provided coordinates of
KV patches near
need folk to monitor KV distribution
and flowering on the reserve each
year to make sure we are
maintaining adequate levels before
the butterflies are introduced. We
will also be looking for volunteers to help plant more KV currently being
grown by Owen Figgis (see events). Once the small blues are introduced to
the reserve we will need volunteers to help with timed counts of adult
butterflies during their short flight season. This is necessary to monitor how
well the project is going. Training in using a GPS device to accurately
monitor kidney vetch patches or butterflies can be provided to any interested
volunteers. This is a fantastic opportunity to get involved with real
conservation work for a native Scottish species.

Scott Shanks

Purple Hairstreaks had a bumper year in 2010

2010 appears to have been a very good year for Purple Hairstreak
(Neozephyrus quercus) in the branch area, with high numbers recorded and
new sites discovered, particularly in Stirlingshire and the Trossachs & Loch
Lomond National Park. The first Purple Hairstreaks of the year were spotted
on the 9™ of July, while the last were seen on the 4™ of September. During
those 9 weeks 626 individuals were recorded, far surpassing the 47 seen
during 2009! Adults were recorded in 33 1km squares, 21 of which were new
squares for this species!

One of the earliest records came from Becky Williamson, who came across
a freshly emerged adult drying its wings while camping at Imachar on the
west coast of Arran. This was the first PH to be recorded on Arran since
1959!

Some of the PH sites discovered this year were equally surprising. Tom
Byars reported finding a new colony in Dawsholm park in the centre of
Glasgow. While Jimmy Maxwell spotted a Purple Hairstreak flutter past just

after finishing a butterfly transect

Motherwell. Both of these locations have been well visited by naturalists
through the years without PH having been seen, which illustrates how easy it

I's to miss this beauti ful butterfly

h el
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So why has it been such a good year for Purple Hairstreak records? There
appears to have been high population levels at many known sites in 2010.
Could the harsh winter of 2009/2010 may actually have been beneficial?

High population levels would also increase the chance of individuals being

spotted at previously unknown sites. The most important factor was

undoubtedly the enthusiastic members who took up the challenge of visiting
sites in 2010 to search
director Paul Kirkland and Dr Chris Mclnerny deserve particular thanks for

sharing details of sightings and field-craft tips during the flight period.

Most of the new records
have come from
members visiting oak
woodland on sunny
evenings armed with
binoculars. The adults
are quite content to bask
all day high in the
canopy and only begin
zipping about in late
afternoon/early evening,
often with a flurry of
activity just before
sunset. Check out trees
that catch the evening
sunshine at the edges of
paths or clearings, where
you can best spot the
silvery underwings as

f or

t he

speci e:

Purple Hairstreak (Neozephyrus quercus)

(5km scale)

- @ Records >=2010
® Records 2005 to 2009
Records 1995 to 2004
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they flit about. Most

@ On the Spot March 2011



checking out other nearby trees such as ash, which often have lots of aphids
producing sweet honeydew that the purple hairstreaks feeds on.

The branch database contains records from 124 1km squares for this
species, many with no recentythegapgthdati ngs
it is greatly under recorded (see distribution map).

If you would like to look for PH in 2011, | can provide a list of good sites to
check, but potentially any woods with oak could be harbouring this lofty wee
beastie.

Scott Shanks

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeece
Butterfly Records Summary for 2010

Despite the cold and snowy start to the year, 2010 turned out to be an
excellent year for butterfly records in the branch area. So far we have
Butterfly Record Density 2010  5km received 10,409 records

- covering 32 species
(approximately 54,470
individual butterflies!)
Records are still coming
in, so the final totals
should hopefully be a bit
higher (see record density
map). This compares
favourably with 2009,
when we received 10,082
records (~41,733
individual butterflies) and
2008 when we received
just 6,987 records
(~31,279 butterflies).

The Big Butterfly Count in July 2010 (see p24), may have been responsible
for a surge in the number of people sending in records. However, due to red
t ape |tbhdenaable toaccess any of the records collected during the

actual Big Butterfly Count surveyos fi
added records to the surveyods webpage
could send me an e-mail with details!). Hopefu | | 'y t hi s wondt be
2011! The branch also | aunched the 0My

volunteers send in records for a 1km square near their homes. This has
proved very successful with lots of new records across the branch area.




Despite the high number of records received during 2010, some species
had far fewer sightings than in 2009.
One of these was the Painted Lady. Following the spectacular Painted Lady
invasion of 2009, relatively few butterflies made the migration from North
Africa in 2010 (see table below).
The Chequered Skipper, Mountain Ringlet, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and
Dingy Skipper all had lower numbers of records in 2010 compared to 2009.
This decrease may sound alarming, but the numbers seen in 2010 were
generally comparable or better than those seen 2008, and CS and PBF were
both recorded from new 10km squares in 2010. So the lower numbers may
be due to lack of visits by recorders, rather than a real decline in these
species. (see p 20 for more details on these species).
The Marsh Fritillary had mixed fortunes in 2010, with a number of new
colonies discovered, but also a reduction in the number of records for 2
years running. This species is known to go through cycles of high peaks and
then crashes when parasitoids decimat e
2010 was a population low point. Hopefully 2011 will see an increase in MF

numbers and records.

t he

caterpillars.

The Small and Essex Skippers which were first recorded in SW Scotland in
2006 and 2008 respectively, had no sightings at all in 2010. This was
despite a number of recorders visiting known sites during the flight period.
Perhaps the harsh winter of 2009/2010 has effectively reversed their

nort hwar d

spread?

Hopefully

Summary of SW Scotland Butterfly Records during 2010.

theyol |l

Species

Number seen
2010 (2009) (2008)

Earliest /latest
Sighting 2010

10km squares
2010 (new)*

Chequered Skipper 293 (592) (204) 17" May / 21™ June 8 (3)
Small Skipper 0 (0) (7) / 0 (0)
Essex Skipper 0 (2) (3 / 0 (0)
Large Skipper 100 (15) (56) 9" June / 20" July 20 (3)
Dingy Skipper 39 (142) (80) 15" May / 21% June 5 (0)
Clouded Yellow 2 (2) 3) 10" June / 3" Sept 2 (0)
Brimstone 0 (1) (0) / 0 (0)
Large White 1,099 (804) (542) 26" April / 3 Oct 85 (5)
Small White 3,921 (1,117) (707) | 10™ April / 26" Sept 68 (1)
Green-veined White 7,402 (7,257) (4,463) | 11" April/ 11" Oct 185 (0)
Orange-tip 2,098 (1,982) (1,507) | 31% March / 1 Sept 131 (7)
Green Hairstreak 775 (569) (251) 22" April / 18" June 47 (3)
Purple Hairstreak 626 (47) (26) 9" July / 5™ Sept 18 (3)
Small Copper 647 (552) (253) 21 April / 39 Oct 102 (3)
Common Blue 1,804 (1,214) (1,082) 24™ May / 3" Oct 94 (0)
Holly Blue 3 (2) (8) 14™ May / 18" Aug 1(1)
Northern Brown Argus 141 (90) (44) 18™ May / 23" July 9 (0)
Red Admiral 912 (1,081) (492) 9" Feb / 24" Oct 87 (1)
Painted Lady 121 (5,764) (103) 13™ April / 11" Oct 39 (2)
Small Tortoiseshell 2,091 (2,269) (875) | 5™ March /10" Oct 119 (1)
Peacock 2,930 (2,339) (2,358) | 6™ March / 16™ Nov 143 (3)
Comma 82 (18) (43) 9™ April / 30" Sept

13 (3)




Pearl-bordered Fritillary 212 (462) (145) 17" May / 18" June 8 (1)

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary | 1,803 (1,286) (1,443) | 16™ May/ 11" Aug 79 (3)
Dark Green Fritillary 959 (262) (360) 2" June / 19" Aug 49 (8)
Marsh Fritillary 216 (398) (653) 22" May / 21% June 23 (2)
Speckled Wood 604 (720) (581) 17" April / 10" Oct 36 (3)
Wall 558 (408) (391) 18™ May / 16™ Sept 23 (0)
Grayling 234 (258) (271) 18™ June / 3" Sept 29 (2)
Mountain Ringlet 145 (361) (44) 5" June / 18" July 4 (0)

Scotch Argus 3,649 (2,328) (3,550) | 18™ June / 8" Sept 52 (3)
Ringlet 5,686 (3,110) (3,852) | 14™ May /8" Sept 93 (5)
Meadow Brown 4,235 (2,918) (3,564) | 14™ May / 18" Sept 114 (0)
Large Heath 237 (277) (223) 30" May / 25™ July 18 (3)
Small Heath 4,124 (2,399) (3,098) 8" May / 8" Sept 122 (2)

* Number of 10km squares with records in 2010 (number of new squares for this species)

On a positive note there were a number of success stories in 2010. Many
species had new 10km records (see table above). One species which is
going from strength to strength is the Comma. During the summer there was
a large increase in the number of sightings. We also received the first
evidence of Commas breeding in the branch area when Heather Young

found a caterpillar feeding on el m at |
Comma wi | | be the subj ecgsokeepyolz €ydsl 6 s p o
peeled for this raggedy-beauty.

All of the o6whites6é did very well i n 2

small whites reported from various areas. The Orange-tip was seen in 7 new
10km squares, highlighting the continued spread of this species. The Scotch
Argus, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Wall and Small Heath also did well in 2010.
A number of recorders specifically went hunting for Purple Hairstreak during
July/August 2010 which led to many new colonies being discovered and a
record number of butterflies seen! (See p8). The Northern Brown Argus,
Dark Green Fritillary, Small

Butterfly Record Density 2005-2009 5km scale
Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Large
m’“& s é:g%;v Skipper and Common Blue
Rt 1112 o 3o W (see p4) all had far higher
| Refiin T atitetls e | ~~~1| numbers of records than in
o RE3°23 3222083880000 20009.
S g v .;ggs&x/n
oo7 883 Teftossasassstessts < | 2010 was also the first year of
" 3. B s R "2...\ the current 5-year Butterflies of
g ead 8 “Sis .§3$f? the New Millennium recording
JSo8 o8 8388822, °*3'8 project which began back in
2006 J ¥ ® 00 &
230 | o8 o $ 2080083 1995.
%*%’J" ees"ses o > | During the last survey period
(2005-2009) recorders in SW
Scotland contributed 39,385
records of 35 butterfly species

accounting for approximately

23




176,000 individual butterflies! (see map on p12). Under-recorded 10km
squares include: NR58 & NR59 (on Jura), NR69, NR37, NR56, NS82, NTO5,
NT10, NT20, NN13, NN35, NN61, NN62, NX36, NY28, NY39, NY48 and
NY49. With your help we hope to increase our recording effort in the next
few years by running butterfly identification training courses, highlighting
under recorded areas, organising surveys of key species found in the branch
area and helping members to get involved with recording projects.

Many thanks to everyone who sent me their butterfly records for 2010. If

you have ol der butterfly or moth recor ¢

they are still of huge value and it would be great if you could send them too.
I f youdd |Ii ke to get i nvol wexlidoutwhet h
branch web page which is regularly updated throughout the year.

Scott Shanks - Butterfly Recorder

Support Butterfly Conservation with a BC-Scotland Fleece or Poloshirt

The G&SW Scotland branch are having some good quality

polo shirts and full-zipped fleeces produced featuring the

Butterfly Conservation Scotland logo & text embroidered on the Butterfly
left breast. All profits going to support local BC projects. Cepservation
Polo shirt (100% cotton) with embroidered BCS logo £12.50
Long sleeved Polo shirt (100% cotton) with embroidered BCS logo  £14.75
Full Zip Fleece with embroidered BCS logo £18.00

Sizes available: S=35-37", M=38-40", L=41-43", XL=44-46", XXL=47-49".
XS, XXXL & XXXXL sizes also available but involve a product change.
Colours available: Black, Navy, Bottle Green, Royal Blue, Red

Postage if required extra at cost.

To order please contact BCS _Clothing@hotmail.co.uk or committee member
Scott Donaldson (see p31). Other items with logos can be made on request.

Ayrshire, Inverclyde & Renfrewshire (VC75&76) Moth Update 2011

Moth recording in these areas has only recently taken flight. Records are
now coming in from various recorders, which | am very grateful to receive.
Here | will outline some of the distribution information and try to highlight
areas where more recording needs to be done to gain a good spread of
information. This data has been included in the recent publication:

but i

Provisional Atlas of the UKOGs Larger M

the general distribution of species and recording effort.
Current state of moth records:



mailto:BCS_Clothing@hotmail.co.uk

I n the following tables and pictures
species in the two Vice Counties, Ayrshire (VC75) and Inverclyde &
Renfrewshire (VC75). The first table shows the number of macro and micro
moth species as well as the total number of records. Ayrshire has more

macro moth species due to the long running Rothamsted traps, for which
webve received data up to the endo-of
moth species found in only 75 or in 76 and so the total number is much

greater than each one alone: An impressive 817 species so far. More on the
numbers later.

Vice County Macro Species | Micro Species | Number of Records
751 Ayrshire 400 284 55648
761 Inverclyde, 340 273 11630
Renfrewshire
75+76 420 397 67278
75+76 817

The following table shows the top 10 species by number of records. Large
Yellow Underwing comes top with very large 2221records.

Taxon Vernacular Records
Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 2221
Orthosia gothica Hebrew Character 1824
Spilosoma lubricipeda |White Ermine 1501
Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot 1426
Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic 1423
Xanthorhoe montanata |Silver-ground Carpet 1384
Apamea monoglypha |Dark Arches 1277
Hydriomena furcata July Highflyer 1217
Autographa gamma Silver Y 1161
Chloroclysta truncata |Common Marbled Carpet| 1082

The table below shows the top 10 species with the widest distribution. This is
shown by the number of 10km squares where each species has been
recorded. The top 3 are all readily found during the day time.

Taxon Vernacular 10km Records
Autographa gamma Silver Y 38
Xanthorhoe montanata |Silver-ground Carpet 32
Odezia atrata Chimney Sweeper 30
Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing |29
Zygaena filipendulae Six-spot Burnet 27
Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 27
Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 24
Xanthorhoe designata |Flame Carpet 24
Petrophora chlorosata |Brown Silver-line 23
Chloroclysta truncata Common Marbled Carpet |23




The following picture gives an idea of the distribution of moth information for
the area. There are several hotspots shown in pink (301 to 400 species),
with the one local to my house having 359 species, Culzean castle has 368
due to the Rothamsted trap there and Auchincruive has 334 due to their
Rothamsted. You can readily see the areas with the least amount of
recording and these are areas that we would very much welcome more
recording. Some example places in each low recorded 10km squares are
given in the next table.

VC75 and 76 Moths Sp 10km

g
@ 401 to 500 Species
® 301 to 400 Species 7
@ 201 to 300 Species »S
® 101 to 200 Species
91 to 100 Species
81 to 90 Species 5
71 to 80 Species
® 61 to 70 Species s
51 to 60 Species
41 to 50 Species
31 to 40 Species
21 to 30 Species
11 to 20 Species

1 to 10 Species L

10km Square Example Places
NX18 Colmonell, Pinwherry
NX29 Changue forest car park, Penwhapple
NX49 Carrick forest, Loch Doon Castle
NS50 Loch Muck off A713
NS60 Afton Reservoir
NS51 Martyrs Moss
NS61 New Cumnock, Dalblair
NS52 Ochiltree, Catrine
NS62 Muirkirk
NS54 Flow Moss, Whitelee forest
NS45 Harelaw Dam, Uplawmoor

Some of these squares are in very inaccessible areas and can be great
places to explore and go for walks. Perhaps a few Drinker moth caterpillars,
Wood Tigers or Six-spot Burnets could readily be found.

In VC75 there have been quite a number of new species recorded for 2010.
There are a number of records still to come in with further new species in
due course. You will see that the 4 species here are all micro moths, in
which there have been many fewer records than for macro moths.




Code Taxon Vernacular

0701 Agonopterix ocellana

1024 Cnephasia incertana Light Grey Tortrix

1255 Cydia ulicetana

1354 Cataclysta lemnata Small China-mark

In VC76 there have been more new species, 8 in total with 1 new macro
moth: The Early Moth. This is a species now seen in a number of locations.

Taxon Vernacular
Code

0103 Stigmella nylandriella

0409a | Argyresthia trifasciata

0468 Rhigognostis incarnatella

1021 Cnephasia asseclana Flax Tortrix

1119b | Ancylis subarcuana

1354 Cataclysta lemnata Small China-mark ' .

1960 Theria primaria Early Moth Smal China-Mark © Neil Gregory

There can always be more recording and more people interested in the
subject of moths. | am very grateful to those who have submitted records
thus far as it is increasing our knowledge for the area significantly. Please do
continue to record in your area as much as possible. | have 22,000 more
records to add to the database from John Morgan and the Paisley Natural
History Society which will significantly boost the dataset. More on that in the
near future.

Neil Gregory i VC 75/76 County Moth Recorder

A Snapshot of Adventures with Neotropical Butterflies

Back in November 2009, my husband and | set off on an adventure that had
taken about two years to plan. Our intention was to travel through Patagonia
and up through Chile, where we would settle in the capital and work teaching
English and volunteering in nature conservation.

| had initially become interested in butterflies back in 2008, when | had taken
part in the Biodiversity in Glasgow project. From then on | was hooked and

so in planning this trip thought that South Americawoul d be a | epi d¢
heaven and a great place to learn as much as | could about different world
species. Unfortunately, Chileds climat ¢

numbers | had banked on and so after emailing a couple of British naturalist,
we set our sights on Ecuador and her Neotropical butterflies.




We knew nothing about the country, least of all anything about cloud forests,
which were the most incredible find of our trip. As we found on our trip, the
best things that happen when you travel are the things you have no
knowledge or expectations about.

When we arrived
capital, Quito, | scoured the hostel
notice boards and the internet for
volunteer opportunities.
Annoyingly, when | did find a
project many were run by Western
companies that ripped you off for
£2000 to volunteer for them for a
month. Finally, | contacted Renato , o R
at a volcanic, cloud forest reserve AT S
called Puluahua, just outside Quito. ‘
He wanted me to identify all the
butterflies he and some researchers had photographed over the last few
years and walk the trails of the cloud forest in the crater to try and find other
species.
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The definition of a cloud forest is not straightforward. Cloud forests are a
type of evergreen mountain forest found in tropical areas, where local
conditions cause cloud and mist to be frequently in contact with the forest
vegetation. One of their most obvious features is an abundance of mosses,
ferns, orchids and other epiphytic plants on every tree and rock surface. The
ones we visited were at altitudes ranging from 1-3000 metres.

When you wake up in a cloud forest, it can be clear but cold. There is
complete silence only broken by the humming birds skimming over your
head. The only way to describe their sound is to compare them to a

Light saber whizzing past your ear. About

cl ouds rol |l i n over t he mountai ns

engul



time to head back to the hostel for dinner.

| spent 2 months back and forth from Quito to Pululahua researching at the
University library and on the internet, then back to the trails armed with my
home made butterfly net (hanger and a curtain net) and a camera. The main
butterfly family in this cloud forest was Nymphalidae, which included
highland satyrs ranging from the incredible Lasiophila, with their striking
splashes of black against orange and red when they basked in the sun, to
the plainer brown mountain satyrs that rose from the ground almost every
time you took a step.

This was quite a difficult experience in that, | knew very little about
Neotropical butterflies and had to teach myself from scratch. But | felt | built
up a good knowledge base over these months and wanted to expand on
this, so the next stop on my butterfly adventure was the Natural History
Museum in Quito.

| volunteered in the Entomology department for 4 months. Initially, | was
identifying butterflies brought in from recent field trips from forests near the
Columbian border. This was a forest area that had not been researched
before. Excitingly, the samples included 2 new species that had not been
identified as yet.

Then | was asked to rearrange the butterfly collection. This was brilliant work
but took a long time with all the research needed and to correct previous
mistakes. In fairness, some of the butterflies had only recently been
reclassified or identified. However, the most difficult part was the fact the so
many of the Neotropical butterflies look exactly like each other. From one
geographical region to the next, there may only be a difference in the
number of wing dots or vein lines. In fact, some species e.g. Pieridae, mimic
other butterfly species extremely well. So you can have 5 different butterflies
sitting in front of you that look exactly the same. This was methodical work
which was both relaxing and thrilling every day. | got to see almost every
Neotropical butterfly of Ecuador without being bitten by a mosquito.




With the experience gained here, | applied to volunteer on another Cloud
forest reserve called Maquipucuna for 10 days as they needed someone to
photograph and identify as many species as possible because they were
applying for funding and needed a supporting document.

Basically, this was the just fantastic fun. | nearly hyperventilated on my first
day out. Within 20 minutes of walking the first trail, | stopped at a sunny spot
with 3 levels of vegetation and did not move from there for 2 hours. |
photographed around 50 different butterflies in a 5m squared area. It was
like the museum collection was just floating around me. The short grass was
covered in Skippers, there were Nymphalidae including Satyrinae,
Nymphalinae (Beauties, Mapwings and Peacocks), Heliconiinae
(Longwings) plus Riodinidae (Metalmarks) all over the tall grasses, bushes
and wild flowers, and then gliding through the tree tops were the huge
winged, bright yellow and orange Papilionidae (Swallowtails) and Danainae
(Monarchs). | was so wrapped up in the excitement that | was
embarrassingly caught talking and laughing to myself (and the butterflies) by
one of the maintenance guys.

The next few days were just as exciting and the other volunteers got fired up
about it too and came out on the trails. By the end of the 10 days, | had
identified 62 species and photographed a further 16 that are awaiting
identification.

After an incredible 6 months in Ecuador, we had to move on to the next
stage of our travels and hiked, canoed and explored our way through Peru
and then back to Argentina, for our final leg.

If anyone, is considering heading out to South American for a trip or to
volunteer, please contact me. | can guarantee you will love every minute!

Marianne Ward

Butterfly and Moth Surveys in 2010

A number of butterfly and moth surveys were promoted on the branch
website showing historical sites which needed to be re-revisited and the
dates when the species was last recorded at these sites.

2010 was the third year when surveys for Pearl-bordered Fritillary were
promoted and 2010 proved much more successful than the previous two.
Heather Young found new sites at Rubha Ruadh, Ardgour and at
Gualachulain at the north end of Loch Etive. Owen Figgis found some new
sites on the south side of Loch Etive east of Taynuilt and at nearby Glen
Kinglass. Richard Buckland found two new sites, one at Glen Euchar near to
existing ones and one on Beinn Lora, Benderloch.




Chequered Skipper surveys in 2010 were also successful with some new
sites being found. The map below shows the Chequered Skipper
observations recorded in 2009 and 2010 and all pre-2009 observations. A
good spread of 2010 records across the limited distribution of Chequered
Skipper was obtained i it is known from just 33 10 km squares.

Chequered Skipper records in 2009 and 2010 and all pre-2009 records.

The most exciting new Chequered Skipper sites in 2010 were at Taynuilt by
Richard Buckland (NM992321) and at Glencoe by David Walsh (NN1158).
The Taynuilt site at Brolas Farm is a Marsh Fritillary site visited most years
by lepidopterists so it is unlikely it was missed previously and suggests that
Chequered Skipper is spreading westwards along the south side of Loch
Etive. Owen Figgis also found some new sites just east of Taynuilt. The
Chequered Skipper at Glencoe was found along the path to the Pap of
Glencoe. The nearest previous records to this were at Kinlochleven and on
the north side of Loch Leven. This record might also suggest that the
Chequered Skipper is spreading. Other new sites were found by Heather
Young in Glen Etive and the easternmost Chequered Skipper site on record
was found by lan Strachan at Fersit, Glen Spean (NN355785).

Mountain Ringlet surveys were unsuccessful in 2010 with few records being
received. The weather in July was poor.

Surveys for Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk Moth in Argyll were successful with
eight 2010 records three of which were new sites: Glen Kinglass, Loch Etive
(Owen Figgis); Eredin, Loch Awe (Kenny Kortland); and Tighnabruaich, near




