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Chairos Notes

2009 has been a mixed bag with the weather starting promising, but
failing to continue into a great summer. Having said this though, 2009
will be remembered as the year of the Painted Lady. At the peak of
immigration many could be seen flying past per hour. Some have now
been reported migrating south back towards their home grounds in
Southern Europe and Northern Africa (see p4).

Webve had a good few events in 2009 f
which have been associated with nationally organised studies, such as

Moths Count and National Moth Night. Moths Count has only 1 year left

of current funding. Theyobve already pr
website (www.mothscount.org.uk), and your hard work in recording has

contributed to these maps.

There are lots of projects and recording efforts that you can become

i nvol ved with. Webdbve a growing amount
www.SouthWestScotland-butterflies.orguk. We 6r e very keen f
members to get involved with studies such as the Mountain Ringlet and

Pearl Bordered Fritillary distribution surveys (see p12-14).

Our branch is coming up to 25 years old! Richard Sutcliffe has been an
essential and integral part of the branch throughout that time, achieving
a huge amount for conservation in the area. Richard has decided to step
down as the Branch Recorder. This task is now growing and we have
agreed to build on the great work by dividing the branch area into
several recording areas with data co-ordinators for those areas. Please
get in touch if you are able to help out.

Wedre | ooki ng f eordinators toafbr AyrahieenGéasgowt, c o
Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and some of our islands. This is to encourage
transect recorders and gather the data at the end of the year. Please

contact me if you are interested in helping out.

Your committee has been working hard. We have exciting plans to fund

and aid conservation projects in the area. A butterfly and day-flying moth
identification leaflet covering Dumfries & Galloway, Ayrshire & Arran is

on its way. We are also providing funding assistance with interpretation

boar ds i n Mdabtasec biterfty eesetvé. Also we have a

project in development regarding Small Blues in Ayrshire. This is

exciting and a great thing for the bre

We would welcome your support in all our projects. Let us know if you
would like to help in any way. Everyone can help no matter what your
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level of experience from recording butterflies and moths in your garden
to co-ordinating data for an entire county, and attending events to
organising events.

Neil Gregory i Branch Chair

Happy 25™ Anniversary Glasgow & South-West Scotland Branch!

The 19™ of January 2010 will mark the 25" anniversary since the
founding of the branch way back in 1985!

To celebrate 25 years of supporting Butterfly and Moth Conservation in
south west Scotland we are planning a year of exciting events including
butterfly walks, moth nights, conservation work parties and members
days with talks and presentations.

All members are warmly invited to join our 25™ anniversary celebrations
at our Branch Me mb ontie28"Dfaviarch, andtG| as go w
take part in our butterfly and moth events throughout the year.

Our 25™ Anniversary year will also see the launch of an exciting
conservation project to reintrSmaluce 1t}
Blue (Cupido minimus) to south west Scotland!

Keep checking the branch website http://www.southwestscotland-

butterflies.org.uk/ during 2010 for regular updates and even more

events!

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecece
2009: The Year of the Painted Lady!

Very few people could have missed the media coverage surrounding last
summer's big butterfly story: The arrival in Britain of millions of Painted
Lady Butterflies after an amazing 1000 mile migration from North Africa.
This is likely to have been the biggest painted lady migration for
decades.

Newspapers and TV programs such as Spring Watch and Autumn
Watch covered the migration, while the Independent newspaper ran
articles on butterflies and worked with Butterfly Conservation to run the
BIG Butterfly Hunt competition, encouraging the public to get out and
see as many of our butterfly species as they could.

Butterfly Conservation members first reported seeing large numbers of
Painted Ladies off Portland Bill in Dorset on the 21 of May, This was
quickly followed by sightings all across the South Coast of England of




waves of butterflies passing overhead. One report from Scolts Island off
the Norfolk coast estimated up to 18,000 passing at up to 50 a minute
over a 400m front. Pretty spectacular! Just a few days later the first
painted ladies began arriving in Scotland and the migration front was
passing Oban by the 30" of May.

Scientists had predicted an unusually large
migration since late last winter. The butterflies
originate from the Atlas Mountains of
Morocco, where heavy winter rains allowed
good germination of the caterpillar food-
plants. One researcher reported seeing
hundreds of thousands emerging in mid
February and beginning their long flight north.
They were seen in large numbers in Spain
during April and a few weeks later in France.

It was the first year that a large-scale Painted Lady © Scott Shanks
migration had been monitored all the way from Morocco with members
of the public being able to report sightings online at www.butterfly-
conservation.org. There was a huge response, not only from the UK but
from across Europe. An amazing 12,000 sightings were submitted by
autumn 2009, with reports still coming in.

Although many of the butterflies were keen to carry on northwards,
thousands spread throughout the countryside and into towns and cities
looking for nectar-rich flowers and suitable breeding habitat. At one
stage it was estimated there could have been up to a billion Painted
Ladies in Britain. The caterpillars of the painted lady feed on thistles, and
huge numbers were spotted throughout the summer happily munching
on Scot | an d dasfloveep Ankeyen larget Horae-grown
generation of painted ladies was expected in July/August. This never
guite appeared, although there were reports across the UK of large
numbers in some locations.

At the end of September high pressure off the south coast of England
allowed another wave of butterfly migrants to make it to the UK. This
batch included Red Admirals, Large Whites and Clouded Yellows. The
Clouded Yellow is another species like the Painted lady that sets out
from breeding grounds in North Africa, initially breeding in southern
Europe before carrying on northwards, with variable numbers making it
to the UK each year. 2008 was a poor year for sightings of this species
in Scotland, and reports are still being compiled of how many made it to
Scotland during 2009
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Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow butterflies cannot normally survive the
UK winter. In the case of Painted Ladies there has long been
speculation that they migrate back to North Africa but there has been no
solid evidence...until now!

Scientists with Butterfly Conservation announced in mid November 2009
that they had solved the migration mystery with the help of the public!
The huge number of sightings sent in by butterfly conservation members
and the general public during 2009 allowed the butterfly to be tracked
throughout the summer and autumn. During October reports were
received from the south coast of England of Painted Ladies heading
straight out to sea towards continental Europe, followed by sightings of
butterflies arriving back in the Mediterranean and North Africa.

Ri chard Fox, Butterfly Conservationods
these lucky observers saw more than one butterfly head out on its

perilous voyage. This is exactly the evidence needed to lay this enduring

mystery to rest. Painted Ladies do return southwards from Britain in the

autumn enabling the species to continue its breeding cycle during the

wi nter mont hso.

Scott Shanks

i P AT g ‘Painted L.adies © éco
Scottish Small Tortoiseshell Postcard Survey 2009

Did you see a Small Tortoiseshell
during 2009? Following on from
reports in 2007 and 2008 of a
shocking decline in Small
Tortoiseshell numbers across the
UK, Butterfly Conservation
Scotland decided to launch a
postcard survey to monitor Small
Tortoiseshell distribution in
Scotland, which was supported by
the Scottish Government.




The absence of this species appeared to be most notable in the south of
England, but populations in the South of Scotland also appeared to be
down.

As with our previous surveys, the public were encouraged to send us
their sightings on a postcard. Lasty ear 6 s e x p e r-lineme n t
recording for the Peacock survey proved a great success and so this
system was used again allowing records to be submitted directly at:
http://www.butterfly-
conservation.org/form/3196/scottish_small_tortoiseshell _survey.html.
We would like to thank to everyone who has taken the time to record
and send in their 2009 sightings. There has been a great response so
far. Preliminary results are still being compiled with more postcards and
online records arriving on an almost daily basis.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Eééééééééééééeéééeeééeeééeéeéeeécéeé
Results of 2008 Scottish Peacock Postcard Survey

The distribution map below shows peacock sightings recorded during
2008. Records were included from both the online and postcard surveys.

I s

Since then peacock

@%ﬁf postcards and records
. G have continued to be

: sent in. A number of
orange tip postcards
also continue to be sent
in following the very
successful 2007 survey.
Thanks to everyone who
has taken the time to
send in their sightings.
The results show that
Peacocks have
dramatically increased
their range in Scotland,
particularly in the
Highlands.

Key

Yellow 1 record; Orange
2-5 records; Red 10+
records  ©Butterfly
Conservation April 2009
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Small Blue Reintroduction Project - Ayrshire

The Small Blue (Cupidominimus) i s t he UKG6s small est
(wingspan 16-27 mm). Colonies of this charming little butterfly can be

found from the north of Scotland down to the south of England, but

became extinct in south west Scotland in the early 1980s. In 2007 it was

added to the UK Biological Action Plan (BAP) species list after suffering

a significant decline in distribution.

Small Blue on kidney vetch Small Blue pair on kidney vetch |
© Scott Shanks © Scott Shanks
The butterflydés small size and weak f|

sedentary, with few individuals moving further than 50 m from the colony
during their short lives. Both sexes are similar with dark slate blue upper
wings and silvery blue undersides with a few dark spots. Males often
have a dusting of blue scales on the upper-wings, while the females tend
to be slightly browner than the males. In Scotland, adults can be on the
wing from late May/early June through to July, depending on weather
conditions. A small second brood may be seen in August/September in
exceptional years.

The female lays a single egg on the flower heads of kidney vetch, the
caterpillar food plant. Only one egg tends to be laid per plant as the
young caterpillars can be cannibalistic. When not being anti-social the
caterpillar feeds on developing seeds in the flower head, undergoing 3
moults before hibernating under moss or in a crevice in the soil. The
following spring the caterpillar pupates without further feeding. Adults
seem to prefer nectaring on the yellow flowers of kidney vetch or birds-
foot trefoil, although other plants may be used.

Colonies of this butterfly tend to be small and are prone to local
extinctions due to their dependence on the levels of kidney vetch

@ On the Spot January 2010 S



flowering in the colony area. Habitat fragmentation and loss due to
building developments, changes in grazing and scrub encroachment,
can all quickly make sites unsuitable for this habitat specialist species.
Most colonies are found at coastal locations where erosion exposes
bare ground where new kidney vetch seedlings can germinate and the
adults can bask in the sun. Colonies may also be found at old industrial
brown field sites or quarries; again with lots of bare ground and low
fertility where the kidney vetch does not get out-competed by grasses.
Low levels of grazing by rabbits can help maintain small blue colonies;
however they do tend to eat the flower heads, as do sheep. Autumn
/winter grazing and ground disturbance by cattle or horses is ideal at
managed sites.

Working with the Scottish Wildlife Trust we would like to reintroduce this

charming little butterfly to south west Scotland. Gailes Marsh is an SWT

nature reserve situated just south of Irvine on the Ayrshire coast, and

just 1km from the site of Ayrshireos |

The reserve currently boasts
a range of butterfly and moth
species including common
blues, small coppers and
dark green fritillaries. An
area with a high density of
kidney vetch exists in the
south west of the reserve.
We plan to expand this area
and also transform the north-
west section of the reserve
into good small blue habitat.
Coastal dunes west of the
reserve contain suitable
small blue habitat with good
amounts of kidney vetch.

It is hoped that we will
eventually see natural
colonisation of this area by

butterflies from the reserve.

The timing of the actual reintroduction will depend on how long it takes
to create good quality habitat and maintain the levels of kidney vetch
flowering on the reserve, which must be sufficiently high to support a
healthy butterfly population. Kidney vetch is a short lived perennial which
can take between 2-5 years to flower depending on conditions. We are




